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Trinity Sunday

Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of your divine Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31

Does not wisdom call, 

and does not understanding raise her voice? 

On the heights, beside the way, 

at the crossroads she takes her stand; 

beside the gates in front of the town, 

at the entrance of the portals she cries out: 

"To you, O people, I call, 

and my cry is to all that live. 

The LORD created me at the beginning of his work, 

the first of his acts of long ago. 

Ages ago I was set up, 

at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 

When there were no depths I was brought forth, 

when there were no springs abounding with water. 

Before the mountains had been shaped, 

before the hills, I was brought forth—

when he had not yet made earth and fields, 

or the world's first bits of soil. 

When he established the heavens, I was there, 

when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 

when he made firm the skies above, 

when he established the fountains of the deep, 

when he assigned to the sea its limit, 

so that the waters might not transgress his command, 

when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 

then I was beside him, like a master worker; 

and I was daily his delight, 

rejoicing before him always, 

rejoicing in his inhabited world 

and delighting in the human race."

Psalm 8

O LORD our Governor,
how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

Out of the mouths of infants and children
your majesty is praised above the heavens. 

You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries,
to quell the enemy and the avenger. 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

What is man that you should be mindful of him?
the son of man that you should seek him out? 

You have made him but little lower than the angels;
you adorn him with glory and honor; 

You give him mastery over the works of your hands;
you put all things under his feet: 

All sheep and oxen,
even the wild beasts of the field, 

The birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 

O LORD our Governor,
how exalted is your Name in all the world!

Romans 5:1-5

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

John 16:12-15

Jesus said to the disciples, "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you."

Sermon
Today we celebrate the Trinity,


and in that celebration, I’m planning to do something rather unusual.

I am going to attempt to de-mystify the Trinity.

Now I think that the Trinity is, in some senses, an important paradox,


and beyond our understanding.

I don’t want to say it is simple or straightforward.


It is, after all, a matter of 3 = 1 which just seems problematic.

No, what I want to say is that the Trinity solves a concrete problem in the church.

It addresses real observations.

Rather than being a philosophical nicety, the Trinity is about real experience.

As some of you know, I am a scientist as well as a priest,

so I would like to start off with an experiment.

How many of you experience God primarily as the Holy Spirit?


You may pray to the Holy Spirit,



or find that you experience God most easily



in the company of other believers.


Raise your hand.

Now, how many of experience God primarily as Jesus Christ?


Pray chiefly to God the Son,



or find the you experience God most easily



as companion, friend, or Savior?

And how many of you experience God primarily as the Father?

The God of Heaven, the Lord of Hosts, I AM?



Or find that you experience God most easily



as Creator, Lord, and Governor?

My experience has been that congregations are often fairly evenly divided,


and I expect this was the case for the early church as well.

Here they were, founding a new religion, a new faith, a new community.


and it was terribly important to establish just what sort of

God they were worshipping.

Some believers had grown up in Jerusalem,


with Adonai as a regular fixture.


The God of Israel, who was present among the people.


This was the God of their fathers,



the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.


There could be no doubt that this was the same God.

And yet there were others who had known Jesus of Nazereth,


his disciples and followers.


They had experienced God first hand,



had their demons cast out, touched his wounds,



or, like Paul, seen him on the road or in a vision.


This man too was God.

Was he fully human? Yes, he ate and drank as one of us.

And yet he was also fully divine.

They worshiped this man, king, prophet, and sacrifice.

And still more believers came.


Greek and Elamite, Parthian and Mede,

Romans and people from all over the Empire

The Holy Spirit came upon them,


first the twelve preaching in Jerusalem and then the whole crowd.


They experienced God for the first time in this miraculous Spirit.

The Holy Spirit fell upon the household of Cornelius.


What could Peter do but baptize them?

This was God for thousands in the earliest days of the church:

This Spirit that dwelt among them and filled them with all good gifts.

When they gathered together,

all these people with their different experiences of God

they faced a challenge.

They knew that there was only one God,


one great, eternal, and indwelling God, 


but they experienced this God in different ways,



some as the maker and ruler of all,



some as a man crucified and resurrected,



some as a spirit of truth.

Three experiences, one God;

Three names, one reality;

Three persons, one substance (one underlying thing).

And the early church realized that none of them had the full picture of God.


No individual after Jesus could claim this perfect knowledge.


They knew that their faith, 



their relationship with the Divine,



could not be complete alone.


Faith happens in community,



when the God of my heart meets the Spirit of your joy.

Each of our experiences compliments and completes the others.

And our great humility,


our understanding that God is these things


and more than these things,


and more than any one of us can conceive,

This humility still leads us to pray differently,


at different times.

How many of you have sung “Come Holy Spirit,”


as a hymn or a spiritual.


At ordinations, we sing or chant “Veni Sancte Spiritus”



the same words in Latin, “Come, Holy Spirit.”


So we have all prayed to the Holy Spirit.

And how many of you have said the Agnus Dei,

“O, Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.”


Or perhaps “Jesus Remember me, when you come into your kingdom.”


We have all prayed to Jesus.

And I’m hoping all of you have said the Our Father at some point.


This one prayer to the Father occurs in every official liturgy of the church.

And still, they are not three Gods, but one.

And so we are not three churches, three faiths, but one.

Because we know that all our prayers go to God.

I’m not saying it’s easy.

I’m definitely not saying that everything anyone thinks about God is true.

I am saying that these three visions are real.


Like three people looking at the same rock from different angles,


or three scientists doing three different tests on a sample.

Father worshipers, Son worshipers, Spirit worshipers:


we are all three, but we are one church.


And we are the better for this relationship with one another,



this humility that says, “I cannot claim this God for myself,”



but rather “we claim this God, we claim this reality,



which each of us knows only in part.”

As we grow, we change, and someone will begin to see God in a new way.


Sometimes we change our habits of worship,


often we change the way we think about God.

And still we are Christians,

because God is bigger than our comprehension.

St. Augustine of Hippo said the Trinity is about relationship.


Even before the creation of the world,



God was in a relationship.



God was in community.

I think this statement is beautiful and insightful.


I even think it is true.

But I also want you to know that the Trinity is about something much less abstract.

The Trinity reflects a community struggling within itself


to understand what it means to be in relationship



with God and with one another.

As the centuries pass,


we have been,


and will continue to be

confronted with new images of God.

I don’t think we will ever add a new member to the Trinity.


I think these are God’s most potent and personal aspects.

And yet I also pray that we never lose our awareness that our church was born


out of this struggle to be together –


out of three hundred years of argument, conflict, and even war


over whether these three Gods were really one God.

And there will be false images, and false gods, and heretics.

And we must always compare our models to the thing itself.

We must always bring Father, Son, and Holy Spirit with us to prayer


as we pray to the one God who is indivisible, eternal, and true.

Because THE GOD, the great and singular Divine,


knows us each and knows us all, far better than we can imagine.

That God has drawn us together in this place


to worship as a family.

And that God calls us into the world, to spread the good news,


to serve the people and the planet,


and to listen


carefully


for a God who is deeper,

farther,

stranger,

and dearer


than we could possibly guess.
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