When was the last time you re-examined your priorities?  There is an old story told about a man driving his car on a country road when he noticed a chicken running ahead of him.  He glanced at this speedometer.  Fifty miles per hour, and the chicken was outrunning the car.  The man increased his speed to sixty miles per hour, then seventy.  But still the chicken was in the lead.  At this point the chicken made a sharp right turn onto a small farm and disappeared behind the farmhouse.  
The man was so intrigued by the chicken’s performance that he parked his car and knocked on the farmhouse door.  When the owner appeared, the man excitedly asked, “Sir, do you know you have a chicken that can run over seventy miles per hour?”  The farmer replied, “Oh, you must be referring to our three legged chicken.  He’s really fast.  You see, I live her with my wife and son.  And when it comes to eating chicken, each of us loves the drumstick.  Se we decided to breed three legged chickens.”  “That’s amazing,” said the man.  “How has it worked out?  How does a three legged chicken taste?”  To which the farmer replied, “I don’t know.  We haven’t caught him yet!”
The three legged chicken is symbolic of our pursuit for happiness.  If as Christians, in our pursuit for happiness, we are obsessed with anything other than the priority of a meaningful relationship with Jesus, then whatever it is we are pursuing is our three legged chicken.  The only problem is we will never catch up to it.   
Our three legged chickens come in many different forms.  It may be material prosperity, financial security or social respectability, to name just a few.  We all have our own personal list.  Most often the problem with are three legged chickens is not that they are unimportant.  They are certainly necessary.  They are meant to be enjoyed.  The problem occurs when we become obsessed with our three legged chickens and they become the number one priority in our life.
In today’s gospel Jesus helps us re-examine our priorities by proclaiming, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.”  One of the primary marks of identification for us as Christians is loving others with the same sacrificial love that Jesus loves us.  
It is challenging for us to sacrificially love others in the name of Jesus.  Why is this?  One reason is that what we call love is often viewed as a satisfactorily mutually agreed bargain between individuals.  We exercise love as though it were a currency to be exchanged for goods and services or insist in having it in certain specifically prescribed forms or not at all.  In other words our love for others is conditional.  There are always strings attached.  
Human beings attach conditional clauses to the way we love.  For example, I may unconsciously project that I will love, or continues to love, that person as long as they do not betray my love.  What I mean by betraying my love is saying or doing hurtful things to me or those who I care about.  If they do betray my love, I can not guarantee I will continue to love them.  In other words, it is easy to love those who love us.  As Christians, however, we do not have the option of choosing those we love and those we do not.
It is difficult but essential for us to learn that sacrificial love is not a mood or feeling.  Sometimes a pleasant mood or feeling accompanies love, but to gauge sacrificial love by a mood or feeling is like trying to decide whether or not after cooking a pot roast it is done by smelling it.  It doesn’t work.  Sacrificial love comes from the heart with out expecting anything in return.
Jesus came into the world and into our life in order that we may have life, have it abundantly and share that life with others.  God unconditionally loves us in the only way God knows how – which is to make us whole.  One of the problems, however, is that instead of opening our self up to God’s love, we tend to try to influence God.  There is an old German legend about a farm community that was troubled with poor harvests.  Consequently, the farmers gathered together and began to pray.  “Lord God Almighty,” they said, “We are in desperate need of a good harvest.  Therefore we want you to promise that during the coming year you will give us exactly what we ask for. When we ask for rain, promise us we will have rain.  And when we ask for sunshine, promise us we will have sunshine.”  
To this God agreed, according to the legend.  When the farmers asked for rain, God sent rain.  And when they asked for sunshine, God sent sunshine.  The corn stalks grew tall.  The wheat grew thick.  And the farmers rejoiced.  But when harvest time came, their joy turned to sorrow because the cornstalks had produced no corn and wheat had produced no grain.  “Lord God Almighty,” the farmers cried out in dismay.  “You have broken your promise.” ”No, my children,” God replied, “I have given you exactly what you asked for.”  “Why then do we have no corn and no wheat?” the farmers asked. 
To which God replied, “Because you did not ask for the strong north winds.”  Without the winds, of course, there was no pollination.
Jesus came into the world in order to pollinate our life with his unconditional love.  Our Lord is in our midst calling us.  Now is the time.  Now is the time to for self reflection.  Now is the time to identify of our three legged chickens.  Now is the time to sacrificially love others.  And now it the time to re-examined our priorities?  Amen.  
