Are you willing to open yourself up to God, take risks and step out in faith?  One of my favorite hymns I remember singing as a child in the Presbyterian Church were our family attended was entitled, “He Lives.”  The refrain goes, “He lives.  He lives.  Christ Jesus lives today! He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way.  He lives.  He lives, salvation to impart!  You ask me how I know He lives?  He lives within my heart.”  
I don’t know about you, but I certainly believe that Jesus lives within my heart.  As such, believing in Jesus makes sense to me.  I certainly believe this was the case for the jailer in today’s first reading.  If believing in Jesus did not make sense to the jailer why would he ask Paul and Silas the question, “What must I do to be saved?”  

If believing in Jesus did not make sense to the jailer why would he and his family listen to Paul and Silas speaking the Word of the Lord to them?  If believing in Jesus did not make sense to the jailer why would the author tell us that he and his entire family were baptized without delay?  And if believing in Jesus did not make sense to the jailer why are we told that his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God?
What does it mean to profess that we believe in Jesus?  We often attach various meanings to the word “believe” and “believing.”  As Christians, we say that we believe in the Scriptures, the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer and the Nicene Creed.  We say that we believe in democracy.  We say that we believe in religious freedom.  All of us believe in something or someone.

There is, however, a difference between the expression “believe” and “believe in.”  It is the difference between believing certain things about a person and believing in that person.  It is the difference between agreeing or disagreeing with what a person says or does and believing in or respecting the dignity of that person.  I am sure we all have acquaintances with whom we disagree on a variety of subjects – from politics to economics and even religion.  In other words, we may not necessarily believe in  what they say or do, but we can believe in them as children of God.

What does it mean to believe in Jesus?  The New English Bible translation of this text is, “Put your trust in the Lord Jesus.”  What believing or trusting in Jesus really means is opening ourselves up to God, taking risks and stepping out in faith.  

My daughter Emily has always been one who willingly opens herself up to God, takes risks and steps out in faith.  When she was in kindergarten she was obsessed with praying any and everywhere we took her.  Needless to say, her mother and I were delighted.  I must admit, however, one day she surprised me when all of a sudden she dropped to knees and began praying in front of the produce section of the supermarket where we were shopping.  Most recently she again surprised me when after graduating from prestigious Sarah Lawrence College in Bronxville, New York with a degree in English Literature, she is now the Production Manager of my son’s magic show on the strip in Las Vegas.  To what extent are you willing to open yourself up to the Lord, take a risk and step out in faith?  

On a personal level, there is no way I could and continue to face the challenges in my own life if I were not willing to open myself up to God, take risks and step out in faith.  I must confess this is not always an easy or comfortable thing for me to do.  I am not always sure how things will ultimately turn out.  Although, at times, I have been anxious, impatient and frustrated, I have never stopped believing in Jesus.  What about you?

Bear in mind that believing in Jesus, no matter how courageous, does not mean that we avoid taking responsibility for ourselves.  Suppose, for example, your primary care physician, as well as other respected medical authorities, tells you that you need surgery.  And suppose one of your believing friends tells you not to have the surgery but just have faith.  This kind of advice, no matter how well meaning, is not compatible with the various means by which God heals us. 

Believing in doctors, nurses and therapists is part of our belief in God.  Our Lord’s healing touch can be realized through the skills of trained professionals, regardless of what they believe.  Therefore, we must relate all aspects of daily living, whatever the circumstances, to the relevant ways of cooperating with God.  In some situations it might be prayer or reading scripture or anointing and the laying on of hands, or counseling, or medication or surgery or a combination of one or more of these.  The point is we need to trust the skilled help of professionals as part of our faith in God.

You see, we must be delivered from the misguided notion that we have to have all the right answers, avoid asking questions and suspend our doubts before we can experience the healing presence of Jesus in our lives.  As such, believing in Jesus makes sense.  Are you willing to open yourself up to God, take risks and step out in faith?  Amen
