Are you dressed for action and have your lamps lit?  We have all had the experience of having to stand in line.  This past week Annie and I had to endure standing in line for ninety minutes, half of which was outside, at the Department of Motor vehicles.  Several weeks ago I was sharing with a parishioner how Annie and I might spend a portion of our time during a few days of vacation in southern California.  I said we were even considering going to Disneyland.  To which the parishioner replied, “Not me. I don’t do standing in line.

Waiting, I believe, is one of life’s most annoying experiences.  And yet, it occupies so much of our time and energy.  We wait in line at the post office, supermarket check out counters, elevators and doctor’s offices.  We wait to be seated at our favorite eating establishments.  We wait in traffic, to have our car serviced and in retail stores.  We wait in security lines at the airport.  We even have to wait in line at church to receive communion.  It wouldn’t surprise me that when we die and approach the gates of heaven, assuming of course we are headed in that direction, we will probably have to wait until our name is called.

If Annie dies before I do, which I am sure will not be the case, when I approach the gates of heaven, assuming of course I am headed in that direction, I am sure I will have to wait before asking St. Peter, “Do you remember seeing my wife Annie – a tall beautiful blond with a high pitched southern accent and unforgettable laugh?”  And St. Peter will probably respond, “Oh, yes.  Who can forget Annie?  While she was waiting at the gates, she was entertaining everyone.”

Most of us, I suspect, have a difficult time waiting.  We find it difficult because we are impatient.  We are impatient because it means we have to relinquish control.  Yet, from a spiritual perspective, this is precisely what God invites you and me to do.  It is the very context of a healthy relationship with God.  In the portion of the Psalter appointed for today, the Psalmist writes, “Our soul waits for the Lord.  He is our help and our shield.”  
Waiting upon the Lord is characteristic of a relationship with God that is based on faith.  In today’s second reading the author of the Letter of Hebrews provides us with a classic definition of faith:  “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  But what does this mean?
For the author of the Letter of Hebrews faith is an important descriptive term.  It is the means of apprehending the unseen.  It involves patience, trust and letting go of the past.  Waiting upon the Lord, Abraham lived his life in hopeful anticipation that God would not only provide for him, but also bless him with goods things to come.  The odds were not in his favor.  Facts are facts.  How was he able to believe God’s promises in the facts of contrary evidence?  He did it by letting go of the past and waiting upon the Lord.  In doing so, however, Abraham was not passive.  The text tells us, “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going.” 
What about you?  Are you willing to let go of your past mistakes, guilt and burdens and patiently wait upon the Lord?  Letting go of the past is sometimes easier said than done.  We often hold on to and cherish the way things were because we are afraid of what the future will bring.  People will also hold on to the past as well as the present even it is painful, stressful and unhealthy.  Why is this?  Because keeping things the way they are, even though it may be obvious that change is needed, is at least predictable.  Maintaining a predictable life style, when change is needed, avoids taking risks and stepping out of our respective comfort zones.  To be honest, sixteen months ago, Annie and I were living a predictable life style in Salem Oregon.  To make the needed changes to relocate to Sun City, Arizona, after being called as your Rector, was not an easy or comfortable thing for us to do.  But we are glad we did. What about you?  
When we let go of the past, especially such phrases as “would of” “could of” and “should of,” and we patiently wait upon the Lord, I believe God will bless us.  Such blessings may not necessarily be what we expect, anticipate or even want.  Like Abraham, our waiting is not to be passive.  As Jesus aptly reminds us in today’s gospel, we should be “dressed for action and have our lamps lit.”  But what does this mean? 
As Christians, Episcopalians and members of All Saints, being dressed for action and having our lamps lit means being faithful to our baptismal promises.  It means committing ourselves to a life of worship, education, pastoral care, outreach, and evangelism. Two additional challenges I would add are hospitality and stewardship.  If there is one thing, and there are many, I might add, we can be proud of here at All Saints is our ministry of hospitality.  Being intentional in our efforts to graciously welcome newcomers and guests is something we do not take for granted.  The ministry of stewardship, on the other hand, is an on going challenge.  Out of our love for God and in thanksgiving for God’s blessings, we are called to systematically and proportionately offer our time, talents and financial resources to the work of the Lord here.  My prayer for us is that we embrace these promises and challenges with passion, hopeful expectation and joy. 
It is naïve, my friends, to assume that we can passively wait upon the Lord and automatically expect God will bless us.  Being dressed for action and having our lamps lit, however, the opportunity of experiencing of God’s abundant blessings is unlimited.  The choice is up to you.  Amen.
